








Lined up from the tallest to the shortest, the Red
Heads made for formidable competition for any
men’s team they met. Photo from c. 1945-46, (L. to
R.): Gene Love, Toby McGee, June Kelly, Hazel
Walker, Ruth Saines, Danny Danniels, and Alegra
(Stubby) Winters. Olson’s wife, Doyle, who played
basketball and owned several beauty shops around
Cassville, Mo., had the entire team color their hair.
(photo: courtesy of Fields’ Photo Archives)

quarters to Caraway, in northeast Arkansas. It re-
mained there until the team disbanded in 1986.

The All American Red Heads became so well
known that players no longer had to be recruited.
They sent letters and applications to Caraway. The
best prospects were given tryouts. Such was the
team’s reputation, letters and applications continued
to come for ten years after the team had disbanded.

On July 26, 1996, the Red Heads played their last
game ever, ten years after disbanding. The commem-
orative game—played against the Wal-Mart All Stars
at the Albert Payne Gymnasium on the former Car-
away Central High School campus, where Orwell
Moore began his coaching career—marked the re-
union of many former Red Head players.

Title IX of the Education Amendment of 1972 did
more than anything to cause the demise of the All
American Red Heads. Soon, women’s basketball
teams were begun in high schools and colleges where
they had never been before. The Red Heads, who
were an oddity as a basketball team, had now become
the norm.

Little do most people realize that the All American
Red Heads basketball ladies had such an important
impact on the equality of women’s athletics. Their
play proved that these women from small-towns from
all across America could “play ball with the best of
the boys.” Theirs is a story that begs to be made into
a movie. And to think... it all began in the small
Ozark town of Cassville, by a man with an idea, a
supportive wife, and a bottle of red hair dye. &

—Russell Hively, Neosho, Mo., is the long-time
columnist of “The Ozarks: Then & Now” in The
Ozarks Mountaineer. Thanks to Fields’ Photo
Archive of the Barry County History Museum,
Cassville, Mo.
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For More Information...

www.allamericanredheads.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkP-aBWJwUE

Look for the forthcoming book, A/l American
Red Heads, by John Molina and Matt Zeysing.

Are There Any All American Red Heads Out
There? If you are a former member of the All Ameri-
can Red Head teams, please drop a letter to our
“Mailbox” or send us an e-mail note, telling about
your experience.
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Artist T. Morgan Crain: Original paintings & prints. See
many of his works, such as Cabela s covers, Franklin Mint,
Duck and Trout Stamps, Home Interiors items, jewelry,
bronzes, collector lures and gifts. Located in Historic Down-
town ¢ Crain Creations, 214 S. Commercial, Branson, MO
65616 * 417-239-3710 » www.craincreations.com.





